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The chance find of a Roman funerary stele with an inscription 

placed Lobor on the archaeological map as a Roman site as ear-

ly as the 1850s.1  From the second half of the 19th century onwards 

various lithic material began to arrive in the Archaeological Mu-

seum in Zagreb, such as stone weapons and tools from the entire 

region, but they were exclusively chance finds, most often with-

out an exact finding spot, while one of the definite positions was 

Zagaj Hill.2 After these chance finds, there was no other informa-

tion about the place for a long time, only far from the interested 

professional public other finds are mentioned, such as the find of 

a “spearhead” at Zazidje below the hillfort where the Church of 

our Lady of the Mountain was built, which was dug up by work-

ers removing stones.3 More attention was paid specifically to the 

complex itself of the shrine of Our Lady of the Mountain above 

Lobor. The first description of it was written by G. Szabo in his 

Monuments of Krapina and Zlatar County.4 In the 1930s, attention 

was drawn to the church by A. Schneider and Ž. Jiroušek, after a 

gothic fresco was discovered in it, as part of the project to record, 

scientifically study, and photograph artistic monuments in the 

Banovina of Croatia.5 

The Conservation Institute in Zagreb carried out activities from 

1947 to 1948 to uncover and conserve these wall painting, which 

had been painted over at the beginning of the 20th century with 

new paintings over that in a Classicist style, but the conserva-

tion failed in the next several decades because of rising moisture. 

A year earlier, in 1946, T. Stahuljak recognized a fragment of the 

stone beam of an altar screen decorated with hooks and two-rib-

bon plaiting with the inscription +SVMME… immured in a house 

in the Lobor hamlet of Horvati near the Church of Our Lady of 

the Mountain, and another stone fragment that was not photo-

graphed that a local inhabitant had walled into his house at no. 

70.6 Both fragments were supposedly taken by the local from 

among stones that were lying in the area of low demolished walls 

that extended along the edge of the flat area on the peak.7 Those 

fragments had previously also been seen by V. Noršić, when he 

was collecting material to write a history of the Lobor Parish, but 

1 	 Brunšmid 1908-1909, 165–166.	
2 	 Balen-Letunić 1981, 5–16; Klemenc-Saria 1936; Registar 1990; Registar 1997.
3 	 Spomenica Župe Lobor; Kotarski 1915, 179-224.	
4	 Szabo 1913-1914, 167–169.
5	 Schneider 1940, 171-186; Jiroušek 1939, 17–18.
6	 Karaman 1948, 110; Stahuljak 1950, 260.
7	 Stahuljak 1950, 260. 

Slučajni pronalazak rimske nadgrobne stele s natpisom upisuje 

Lobor još pedesetih godina 19. stoljeća na arheološku kartu kao 

antički lokalitet.1 Od druge polovice 19. stoljeća u Arheološki mu-

zej u Zagrebu počeo je pristizati različiti litički materijal, kame-

no oružje i oruđe iz cijelog kraja, ali se isključivo radilo o slučaj-

nim nalazima, najčešće bez točnog mjesta nalaza, iako je brdo 

Zagaj jedna od sigurnijih pozicija.2 Nakon tih slučajnih nalaza, 

dugo nema nikakvih informacija o mjestu, već se daleko od za-

interesirane stručne javnosti spominju drugi nalazi, pa tako i 

nalaz „sulica“ u Zazidju ispod gradine na kojoj je podignuta cr-

kva Majke Božje Gorske, koju su iskopali radnici kopajući kame-

nje.3 Više je pozornosti bilo posvećeno samom kompleksu sveti-

šta Majke Božje Gorske iznad Lobora. Prvi ju je opisao Gj. Szabo 

u svojim Spomenicima kotarâ Krapina i Zlatar.4 Pozornost na cr-

kvu tridesetih godina 20. stoljeća skrenuli su A. Schneider i Ž. Jiro-

ušek nakon što su u njoj otkrili gotičke freske u sklopu projekta 

popisivanja, znanstvenog proučavanja i fotografiranja umjetnič-

kih spomenika u Banovini Hrvatskoj.5 

Konzervatorski zavod u Zagrebu obavio je od 1947. do 1948. go-

dine radove na otkrivanju i konzerviranju tih zidnih slika, koje su 

početkom 20. stoljeća bile prebojane i preko kojih su bile nasli-

kane nove freske u klasicističkom stilu, koje su u nekoliko deset-

ljeća propale zbog jakog utjecaja vlage. Godinu dana prije, 1946. 

godine, T. Stahuljak prepoznao je na kući u loborskom zaseoku 

Horvati, u blizini crkve Majke Božje Gorske, ulomak kamene gre-

de oltarne pregrade ukrašen kukama i dvoprutom pletenicom s 

natpisom +SVMME… te drugi koji nije fotografiran, ali ga je mje-

štanin uzidao u svoju kuću na broju 70.6 Navodno je mještanin 

uzeo oba ulomka  među kamenjima koje je ležalo na području ni-

skih ruševnih zidova koji se protežu uz rub ravnine na vrhu.7 Te 

je ulomke prije njega vidio V. Noršić kad je skupljao građu za pi-

sanje povijesti Župe Lobor, ali ih nije znao interpretirati. Prigo-

dom radova na crkvi 1947. godine nađeno je više ulomaka s ple-

ternom ornamentikom, a jedan je registrirani uzidan u pjevalište 

s unutrašnje strane crkve i naknadno je prežbukan.8 Sedamdese-

tih godina M. Gorenc obilazi čitavo područje Lobora.9 Ispod gra-

1	 Brunšmid 1908–1909, 165–166.
2	 Balen-Letunić 1981, 5–16; Klemenc-Saria 1936; Registar 1990; Registar 1997.
3	 Spomenica Župe Lobor; Kotarski 1915, 179-224.
4	 Szabo 1913–1914, 167–169.
5	 Schneider 1940, 171–186; Jiroušek 1939, 17–18.
6	 Karaman 1948, 110; Stahuljak 1950, 260.
7	 Stahuljak 1950, 260.
8	 Karaman 1948, 110; Stahuljak 1950, 260; Ostojić 1965, 62–63; Horvat 1987, 199.
9	 Gorenc 1977–1978, 65–66.

Povijest istraživanja  The history of research

Svetište Majke Božje Gorske – snimljeno 
tijekom zaštitnih arheoloških istraživanja 
i konzervatorskih radova na prezentaciji 
nalazišta, 2009.

The shrine of Our Lady of the Mountain 
– photographed during archaeological 

excavations and conservation work on 
the site presentation, 2009.

Krešimir Filipec
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river, with the simple name of Rieka or Reka (River). Earlier it had 

seemed that the Roman road followed this stream in the direction 

of Ivanščica Mountain, but now that seems less likely. It is difficult 

to accept that the Romans would build a road that would in part 

go by a river, which would mean that on rainy days, during seasons 

of high water, and during one part of the year with low temper-

atures or primarily rainy weather it would have been totally out 

of use. In the clusters of charcoal with very tiny fragments of pot-

tery material, no traces of bones were registered that would con-

firm that these had been the remains of cremated deceased indi-

viduals, whose remnants would have been placed at that spot. As 

a similar situation occurred at the hillfort, where to the south of 

the existing church pits were discovered at several places without 

any contents or merely with particles of charcoal with or without 

grave goods in the form of fragments of pottery vessels or some 

other material, and only in one case where the contents from the 

funerary pyre were placed in a pottery vessel with large pieces of 

animal bones and quite tiny particles of human bones, probably 

the environs and the acidity of the soil had led to the complete de-

terioration of the contents. A similar burial ritual, with the burial 

of the cremated remains of the deceased, was common In Panno-

nia and Noricum, as well as in other provinces of the Roman Em-

pire among the indigenous Celtic inhabitants.

M(arco) Coc(ceio) Superiano i Val(erio) Luciliano 

The stele from Lobor, which is dated to the turn of the 2nd to the 

3rd centuries, was found by chance in 1857 to the west of the Rieka 

(Reka) Stream on the arable field called Trg (Square), in the centre 

of the town, approximately where the school hall and playground 

are now located. The stele, which is missing individual parts, was 

made from limestone, and was preserved with a height of 158 cm, 

width of 99 cm, and thickness of 18 cm. Inside the rectangular por-

trait niche, bordered on three sides by a smooth edge, and with an 

upper volute motif, three entire standing figures are depicted, in 

the centre a woman, and on each side a male individual dressed 

in the uniform of a Roman soldier. The monument was erected for 

the 30 year old Marcus Cocceius Superianus, centurion of Legio X 

Gemina, and the 40 year old Valerius Lucilianus, praetorian, dedi-

cated to the Spirits of the dead (Mane), by the kindest mother Sep-

timia Lucilia and brother (?) Cocceius..., signifer (flag bearer) of Le-

gio X Gemina. The 10th legion Gemina was stationed on the limes at 

Vienna, while the praetorian served in Rome. All those mentioned 

in the inscription were Roman citizens of Pannonian-Norican ori-

gin, as is attested by the specific local attire of the mother as de-

picted on the stele. Traces of a Roman necropolis were discovered 

at the same site, from which various funerary tombstones were 

probably carted away in the 4th, 5th, and 6th centuries to be used in 

construction at the fortress above the town.  

Within this Roman settlement or as a part of this settlement, one 

or more agricultural estates could have existed, the owners of 

which erected monumental tombstones for their loved ones, and 

s ustrine bio položen u keramičku posudu, nađeni su veći komadi 

životinjskih i sasvim sitne čestice ljudskih kostiju. Okolina i kise-

lost zemlje vjerojatno su doveli do potpunog propadanja sadrža-

ja. Sličan način pokopa spaljenih ostataka pokojnika čest je u Pa-

noniji i Noriku, ali i u drugim provincijama Rimskog Carstva kod 

domaćeg keltskog stanovništva.

M(arco) Coc(ceio) Superiano i Val(erio) Luciliano 

Stela iz Lobora, koja se datira u prijelaz iz 2. u 3. stoljeće, slučaj-

no je pronađena 1857. godine zapadno od potoka Rieke (Reka) 

na oranici Trg, u središtu mjesta, otprilike gdje se danas nalaze 

školsko igralište i dvorana. Stela, kojoj nedostaju pojedini dije-

lovi, načinjena je od vapnenca, a sačuvana je u visini od 158 cen-

timetara, širine 99 centimetara i debljine 18 centimetara. Unutar 

pravokutne portretne niše koja je s tri strane omeđena glatkim 

rubom i s gornje motivom volute, sprijeda su prikazani čitavi sto-

jeći likovi – u sredini ženska osoba, a sa svake strane po jedna 

muška osoba obučena u uniformu rimskog vojnika. Spomenik 

su naručili najljubaznija mati Septimija Lucila i brat (?) Kokcej 

..., stjegonoša X. legije Gemine te ga posvetili bogovima Manima. 

Podignut je tridesetogodišnjem Marku Kokceju Superijanu, cen-

turionu X. legije Gemine, i četrdesetogodišnjem Valeriju Lucilija-

nu, pretorijancu. Deseta legija Gemina bila je stacionirana na li-

mesu u Beču, a Valerije Lucilijan obavljao je službu pretorijanca 

u Rimu. Svi spomenuti u natpisu bili su rimski građani panonsko-

noričkog podrijetla, o čemu posebno svjedoči narodna nošnja 

matere koja je prikazana na steli. Na istom su položaju otkriveni 

tragovi antičke nekropole s koje su, vjerojatno, odnošeni različi-

ti nadgrobni spomenici u 4., 5. i 6. stoljeću te su korišteni u grad-

nji na utvrdi iznad mjesta.

U tom antičkom naselju, ili u sklopu tog naselja, moglo je posto-

jati jedno ili više gospodarskih imanja, čiji su posjednici svojim 

bližnjima podizali monumentalne nadgrobne spomenike ili je, 

možda, neka obitelj bila toliko bogata da je dala podići monu-

mentalnu javnu zgradu ili mauzolej. Vjerojatno je da je na gra-

dini u 1. i 2. stoljeću egzistiralo malo naselje, a također, nije is-

ključeno da je na gradini bilo i svetište. Relativno veliko naselje 

ponovno je identificirano na gradini tek u kasnoj antici (od prije-

laza iz 2. u 3. stoljeće do sredine, ili, teoretski, do konca 6. stolje-

ća). Ono je u to doba ponovno imalo značajnu okupljajuću ulogu. 

U prvo vrijeme, nakon reaktivacije gradine, život u donjem mje-

stu nije zamro, već je donje naselje s gradinom činilo jednu cjeli-

nu, o čemu ponajviše svjedoče ulomci keramičkih posuda. Glavni 

cvat južnonoričke umjetnosti, vidljive i na šempeterskim grobni-

cama, započinje s markomanskim ratovima Marka Aurelija i traje 

do kasnoantoninskog i severskog razdoblja.13 Naznačeni se kraj 

cvata južnonoričke umjetnosti i produkcije poklapa s pojavom 

većeg broja sitnih predmeta na loborskoj gradini. U dosadašnjim 

je istraživanjima u Loboru nađena relativno velika količina antič-

ke skulpture i arhitektonskih dijelova antičkih nadgrobnih spo-

menika. Prema njezinim rezultatima, može se računati na više 

13	 Maver 2004, 404.

Zazidani romanički prozor na sakristiji – u 
prozorski okvir ugrađeni su antički spoliji.  
S desne strane dobro je vidljiv pas ili leopard.

A walled-up Romanesque sacristy window – 
with Roman spolia immured into the window 
frame. A dog or leopard is clearly visible on 
the right. 

—

Pas ili leopard, dio monumentalnog 
nadgrobnog spomenika, 2. – 3. st.

A dog or leopard, part of a monumental 
tombstone, 2nd – 3rd cent.
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Krstionica 

Posebna zgrada krstionice nalazi se ispred glavnog broda i s pred-

vorjem (narteksom) spojena je hodnikom. Južni je zid dobro vid-

ljiv, a sjeverni se nalazi ispod zida predromaničkog zvonika. Ulaz 

u zgradu krstionice bio je kroz hodnik. Ostao je lijepo očuvan prag 

s utorima za dovratnike i vrata te stepenica. Izlizan je od duga ko-

rištenja. Predromanički je zvonik naknadno sagrađen iznad krstio-

nice te ju je, uz grobove, znatno oštetio. Zidovi krstionice široki su 

prosječno od 45 do 50 centimetara. Zgrada krstionice građena je 

vrlo kvalitetno, zidovi su elegantni i lijepo ožbukani, ali su jako na-

stradali u požaru. Unutar krstionice sloj pepela i gara bio je debeo 

do dvadesetak centimetara. Ostala je djelomično očuvana podni-

ca iznad drenaže, kojom je, uslijed korištenja, poravnan teren od 

uglađena betona. Nema na njoj tragova popločenja.

Unutar oktogonalne zgrade krstionice nalazila se heksagonal-

na piscina – krsni zdenac. Zidovi su izvedeni iz kamena lomljenca 

i lijepo ožbukani nepropusnom žbukom. Na njezinu se dnu nala-

ze dvije mramorne ploče – spoliji (identične podne ploče dobro su 

vidljive u postojećem svetištu) i rupa za otjecanje vode koja kana-

lom ispod podnice odvodi vodu iz zgrade. Iznad hodne površine 

nalazio se kameni vijenac zdenca. Na zapadnoj je strani prošire-

nje – vjerojatno je tu bio ulaz u zdenac. Arhitektura slijedi ambro-

zijansku misao koja u broju osam vidi simboliku rođenja. Krštenje 

zapravo jest ponovno rođenje! U Akvileji i na području akvilejskog 

patrijarhata (tu spada područje ptujske biskupije i sam Lobor), kr-

sni zdenac obično ima šest strana jer se točno toliko strana može 

izbrojiti u Kristogramu (XP). U kristogramu se iščitava Kristovo ime 

– Krist na grčkom – Hristos. Tu se jasno vidi veza sa sjevernojadran-

skim, odnosno akvilejskim područjem za koje je također karakteri-

stično smještanje baptisterija u osi broda crkve. U zgradi je prona-

đeno više spolija, pa i jedan razlomljeni s dijelovima natpisa koji je 

nađen u zapuni zdenca.

Starokršćansko razdoblje u sjevernoj Hrvatskoj slabo je poznato. 

Povijesni izvori spominju nekoliko biskupija na tom području, ali 

crkve su nam gotovo nepoznate. U tom kontekstu treba promatra-

ti i otkriće ranokršćanske crkve u Loboru. Crkve s krstionicom nisu 

česte. Obično su građene u antičkim gradovima i na pojedinim vi-

sinskim utvrdama, a još su rjeđe crkve s posebnom zgradom kr-

stionice pozicioniranom na pročelju. One nisu vezane samo uz bi-

skupska sjedišta, iako nije isključeno da je u nemirnim vremenima 

5. i 6. stoljeća u njima povremeno mogao boraviti i biskup. Kako je 

cijeli ovaj kraj i njegovo noričko-panonsko stanovništvo u antici 

vjerojatno pripadalo gradu Ptuju (Poetovio), tako je ovdje mogao 

boraviti ptujski biskup, možda nasljednik biskupa mučenika sve-

tog Viktorina. Nesumnjivo, ovo je mjesto igralo važnu ulogu u vjer-

skom životu stanovnika kasnoantičke rimske provincije.

The baptistery 

The separate building of the baptistery was located in front of 

the main nave and was connected to the vestibule (narthex) 

with a passageway. The southern wall is quite visible, while the 

northern wall is located below the wall of the pre-Romanesque 

belltower. The entrance to the baptistery was through the pas-

sageway. The threshold with grooves for the doorjambs and 

doors remained well preserved, along with a step. It is worn from 

lengthy use. Subsequently, a pre-Romanesque belltower was 

built above it, which, along with graves, considerably damaged 

it. The walls of the baptistery are on average 45 - 50 cm in width. 

The baptistery was built very well, the walls are elegantly and 

nicely plastered, but they were badly damaged in a fire. Inside 

of the baptistery, the layer of ash and charcoal was up to twenty 

centimetres thick. The floor remained partially preserved, above 

a drainage layer to level the terrain, of concrete smoothed from 

use. No traces of paving can be seen.

The octagonal building of the baptistery contained a hexagonal 

piscina, or baptismal font. The walls were made of broken stone 

and nicely applied impermeable plaster. At the base are two mar-

ble slabs – spolia (identical floor slabs are quite visible in the ex-

isting sanctuary) and a drainage hole, that takes the water out-

side the building in a drain beneath the floor. Above the walking 

surface were the stone surrounds of the font. On the western side 

was a widening, probably for the entrance to the font. The archi-

tecture here followed the Ambrosian concept that saw a symbol-

ism of birth in the number eight. Baptism is in fact rebirth! In Aq-

uileia and the area of the Aquileian Patriarchate (which included 

the diocese of Ptuj and Lobor itself), the baptismal fonts usuallt 

had six sides, as that is the exact number of sides that can be 

counted in the Christogram (XP). The Christogram spells out the 

name of Christ in Greek (Hristos). Here a connection can clearly 

be seen with the northern Adriatic, specifically the Aquileian re-

gion, for which the placement of the baptistery along the axis of 

the nave of the church is also characteristic. Several spolia were 

found in the building, including one broken with parts of an in-

scription which was found in the fill of the font.

The Early Christian period in northern Croatia is poorly known. 

The historical sources mention several dioceses in the area, but 

the churches are almost unknown. The discovery of the Early 

Christian church at Lobor should be considered in this context. 

Churches with a baptistery are not common, they were usual-

ly built in Roman cities and at individual elevated fortifications, 

and even rarer are churches with a separate building of the bap-

tistery positioned towards the façade. They are not tied solely to 

the see of a bishop, although it is not excluded that in the turbu-

lent times of the 5th and 6th centuries they could have temporar-

ily housed a bishop. As the entirety of this area and its Norican-

Pannonian population in antiquity probably belonged to the city 

of Ptuj (Poetovio), the bishop of Ptuj could have sojourned here, 

perhaps some of the successors to the martyred bishop Victori-

nus. Undoubtedly this place palyed an important role in the re-

ligious life of the population of this Roman province in Late An-

tiquity.

Otkrivanje ranokršćanske 
krstionice, 2003.

Discovery of the Early Christian 
baptistery, 2003.

—

Kameni ulomak s prikazom 
križa – spolij ugrađen u 
kasnoromaničku crkvu, 
vapnenac, 6. ili 9. st. 

Stone fragment with a 
depiction of a cross – spolium 
immured into the late 
Romanesque church, limestone, 
6th or 9th cent.
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zemlji, o drugom tipu jame, od spomenutih, ne možemo govoriti 

sa sigurnošću. U jednoj je od tih jama nađena vatri izložena ogr-

lica od staklene paste te različti brončani limići, a prilikom isko-

pa jedne jame za stup, s južne strane broda drvene crkve u Loboru 

nađena je urna s ostatcima spaljenog pokojnika. Na poganskom 

groblju grade crkvu i tako spajaju dva svijeta – stari, poganski, i 

novi, kršćanski, svijet. Sahranjivanje unutar crkve nije nepozna-

to na franačkom području (uključujući i misije), ali je ipak rijetko. 

Obično je riječ o grobovima osnivača crkava i o osobama poveza-

nima s njima.40 Pokopana djevojčica članica je plemićke obitelji i 

njezin je pokop simboličke naravi. Prema pronađenim naušnica-

ma, datira se u sredinu 9. stoljeća. Drvena crkva u Loboru pripa-

da crkvama kojima se analogije mogu naći na franačkom i, prije 

svega, na bavarskom području. Općenito, veže se uz tip crkava s 

četvrtastim prostorom i četvrtastom apsidom koji je čest u cijeloj 

srednjoj Europi. Jednobrodna crkva s četvrtastom apsidom tip je 

crkava koji je uobičajen i na salzburškom misijskom prostoru. Oči-

to su se na cijelom misionarskom području, kako akvilejskom tako 

i salzburškom, odvijali slični procesi. Prvo je građena drvena crkva, 

a nakon nje je, vjerojatno, na istoj poziciji podignuta zidana crkva. 

Ekonomske mogućnosti lokalne zajednice nasigurniji su razlog 

potonjemu. Ništa se sa sigurnošću ne može reći o inventaru drve-

ne crkve, ali je, uz spomenutu, vjerojatno, drvenu oltarnu pregra-

du u crkvi nesumnjivo stajala menza koja je mogla biti kakva spoli-

ja iz ranokršćanske crkve. Ostatci relikvijara najvažniji su nalaz na 

njezinu prostoru.

Nakon rušenja crkava, prostor je još neko vrijeme ostao prazan, 

na tom se mjestu nije pokapalo sve do sredine 12. stoljeća. Dio 

je služio u 11. i 12. stoljeću kao odlagalište šuta, otpada i smeća. 

Bez obzira na kasniju pojavu pokopa, to je mjesto i dalje, kroz cije-

li srednji vijek, nasipavano kako bi se dobio što ravniji plato ispred 

južnog ulaza u predromaničku i kasniju, gotičku crkvu. 

Zašto franački misionari dolaze upravo na ovo mjesto? Vjerojatno 

zbog toga što je bilo središte ovdašnje slavenske zajednice i sje-

dište njihova vođe. Misionari biraju upravo takva mjesta, ali i ona 

koja su u kasnoj antici imala značenje. Više su znali o geografiji i 

povijesti Panonije nego što to mi danas znamo. Lobor, i pozicija 

oko Majke Božje Gorske, najstarije je poznato misionarsko sredi-

šte u sjevernoj Hrvatskoj. Uz drvenu crkvu, koju nesumnjivo treba 

datirati na sam početak 9. stoljeća, valja očekivati i benediktinski 

samostan. Prvi je cilj bio pokrštavanje vodećeg sloja, a onda osta-

lih. Kristijanizacija Donje Panonije uspjela je i nije bila okrnjena 

u vrijeme mađarske seobe, s obzirom na to da je ovaj dio Brasla-

vova kneštva nesumnjivo ostao neovisan ili je bio labavom vezom 

spojen s Hrvatskom. Drvena crkva nije srušena odmah nakon podi-

zanja trobrodne bazilike, već su trobrodna bazilika i drvena crkva, 

zasigurno, sve do sredine 11. stoljeća stajale jedna pored druge. Iz-

među drvene i zidane crkve nađen je vapneni estrih koji ih je pove-

zivao, što je još jedan dokaz da su stajale jedna uz drugu.

en remains were not preserved. Most of these graves are aligned 

to the pre-Romanesque three-naved basilica built at the latest at 

the end of the 9th or the beginning of the 10th century, and are lo-

cated around it and around the wooden church, and not a single 

grave, other than the one above, was located within the wooden 

church. This entire horizon of graves is dated to the 9th and 10th cen-

turies primarily on the basis of the relations to the buildings, as 

objects were found only in two of them, in grave 149 an arrowhead 

with which the deceased was killed, and grave 895 where oval fil-

igree buttons were found in this grave of a very small child.39 Two 

empty pits were located at a small distance from the grave of the 

young girl in the apse of the wooden church. Perhaps these were 

pits without any finds that could be related to the altar or a pit 

for the burial of cremated deceased individuals. However, since 

no ash was found, which can hardly be preserved in acidic soil, 

this cannot be spoken of with certainty. One of these pits con-

tained a fire-exposed necklace of glass paste and various pieces of 

bronze sheet metal, and during the excavation of one of the post-

holes on the southern side of the nave of the wooden church, an 

urn was found with remains of the cremated deceased individual. 

A church was built over a pagan cemetery, in this manner joining 

two worlds, one older and pagan and the other the new Christian 

world. Burial within a church is not unknown in the Frankish area 

(including missions), but it is nonetheless rare. These were usu-

al the graves of the church founders and people associated with 

them.40 The buried girl was a member of a high-ranking family and 

her burial had a symbolic nature. According to the discovered ear-

rings, it was dated to the mid 9th century. The wooden church at 

Lobor belongs to churches whose analogies can be found in the 

Frankish region, particularly in Bavaria. In general, this type of 

church with a rectangular area and a square apse is common in all 

of central Europe. A single nave church with a square apse is a type 

of church that is also common in the Salzburg missionary areas. 

Evidently similar processes occurred throughout the entire mis-

sionary area, both those of Aquileia and Salzburg. First a wooden 

church was built, and after that, very often at the same position, a 

masonry church was erected. This would definitely have been re-

lated to the financial possibilities of the individual local commu-

nities. Nothing can be said with certainty about the inventory of 

the wooden church, other than the previously mentioned proba-

ble wooden altar screen, beyond which there undoubtedly stood 

an altar, which could have been a spolium from the Early Christian 

church. The most important finds in this area were the remains of 

the reliquary.

After the church was destroyed, this area remained empty for 

some time, burial did not take place there, and this continued to 

the middle of the 12th century. This area served in the 11th and 12th 

centuries as a dump for rubble, waste, and debris. Despite the lat-

er appearance of burials, this area was further filled throughout 

the entire medieval period so as to acquired the flattest possible 

plateau in front of the southern entrance to the pre-Romanesque 

and later Gothic church. 

40	 Fehring 2004, 112–113. 39	 Filipec 2007, 411–422. 
40	 Fehring 2004, 112–113.

Grob djevojčice (grob 536) u apsidi 
drvene karolinške crkve, sredina ili 
druga pol. 9. st.

Grave of a young girl (grave 
536) in the apse of the wooden 
Carolingian church, middle or 
second half of the 9th cent.

—

Dvije naušnice iz groba 536 prije 
konzervacije, 2003.

Two earrings from grave 536 
before conservation, 2003.
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Ostatci ranokršćanske i 
predromaničke bazilike južno 
od postojeće crkve, prije 
konzervacije, 2003. 

Remains of the Early 
Christian church and the pre-
Romanesque basilica south 
of the existing church before 
conservation, 2003.

Ulomak tranzene s likom bradata 
muškarca, prva pol. 9. st.

Fragment of a transenna tracery 
with a bearded male figure, first 
half of the 9th cent.

—

Ostatci žbuke s plavom 
pigmentacijom (ostatci plave 
boje) iz predromaničke bazilike. 

Remains of plaster with blue 
pigmentation (traces of blue 
paint) from the pre-Romanesque 
basilica.
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i s južne strane. U baroknom oltaru nalazi se drveni gotički kip 

Bogorodice iz oko 1500. godine. Očito je najstariji sačuvani in-

ventar novosagrađene crkve iz 15. stoljeća.

Prema slici koju je u svom dijelu donio P. Hilarion Gasparotti 

1750. godine, dobro se vidi prigrađeni toranj i stariji, manji to-

ranj iznad ulaza.58 Ispred ulaznog dijela nalazilo se predvorje 

koji je zamijenilo novo između 1774. i 1784. godine. Na koncu, i 

predvorje je porušeno sredinom 19. stoljeća. Na slici nema cin-

tora koji je sagrađen nakon potresa. 

Godine 1639. oko crkve se nalazilo groblje, 1666. godine ono je 

bilo bez ograde, 1749. godine bilo je nanovo ograđeno, 1750. go-

dine podiže se nova zidana ograda, a 1758. godine ograda još 

nije bila dovršena.59 Zidana je ograda registrirana u arheološ-

kim istraživanjima. Vide se prepravci, ali se čini da je veći dio 

sagrađen u jednom mahu. Intenzivno se sahranjivalo oko crkve 

sve do izgradnje cintora. Tad je, ispod južnog krila cintora, sa-

građena grobnica u kojoj se sahranjivalo sve do zabrane 1861. 

godine. U isto je doba izvan crkve, na omanjem brežuljku sa 

sjeverne strane uz cestu, formirano novo groblje za nekrštenu 

djecu. Grobnica ispod cintora prvotno nije bila spomenute na-

mjene, ali se nacrt izmijenio kad su radovi već uznapredovali. 

Potom se, unutar cintora uz crkvu, sahranjivalo samo izuzetno 

plemstvo i svećenstvo sve do druge polovice 19. stoljeća.

Svetište je temeljito obnovljeno na početku 20. stoljeća, ali je 

ubrzo zbog jake vlage već tridesetih godina došlo do njezina 

uznapredovala propadanja. Svetište i njegova bliža okolica pre-

tvoreni su u uporište hrvatske vojske za vrijeme Drugog svjet-

skog rata. Prvi se put svetište prilagođava boravku vojnika, pa 

se zazidavaju prozori s južne strane i rade se puškarnice, otva-

raju se zazidana vrata i prozori grobnice te se u grobnici smje-

šta sklonište i izvode se druge preinake. Nakon rata ruši se cr-

kvena kuća i započinju konzervatorski radovi na crkvi i svetištu. 

Otad se, sve do danas, većim i manjim intenzitetom radi na nje-

zinoj obnovi. Nakon ponovne uspostave nezavisne hrvatske dr-

žave devedesetih godina 20. stoljeća, znatno se pojačava rad na 

obnovi i radovi traju do danas.

ures from the Old Testament. The vaulting features vegetative 

motifs and the Holy Trinity.57 The paintings were in part remod-

elled, recoated, and some were painted anew during the 17th 

century and particularly after the renovations in the 18th cen-

tury. The images on the façade and the southern side also be-

long to that period. The Baroque altar features a wooden Goth-

ic statue of the Virgin Mary from ca. 1500. This is evidently the 

oldest preserved inventory of the then newly built church from 

the 15th century.

From the illustration in the work from 1750 by P. Hilarion Gasp-

arotti, the added tower can be clearly seen, along with the ear-

lier small tower above the entrance.58 A vestibule was located in 

front of the entrance section, which was replaced by a new one 

between 1774 and 1784, which was in the end removed in the 

middle of the 19th century. The illustration does not show the 

arcaded enclosure wall, which was built after the earthquake. 

Cemeteries were located around the church in 1639, 1666 (not 

enclosed), 1749 (again fenced), 1750 (a new masonry cemetery 

wall was built), and 1758 (the latter was not yet finished).59 This 

masonry wall to the cemetery was documented in the archae-

ological excavations. Repairs can be noted on it, but it seems 

that most of it was built at one time. Burials took place inten-

sively around the church until the arcaded enclosure wall was 

built. Underneath the southern wing of the enclosure wall, a 

grave vault was built that was used for burials until they were 

forbidden in 1861. The grave vault beneath the enclosure was 

not originally intended for this purpose, but the plans were 

changed when the work was already well underway. In the 

same period, outside the church on a small hill on the northern 

side by the road a new cemetery was created for unbaptized 

children. After that, only occasionally were nobles and priests 

buried within the enclosure by the church all the way to the 

second half of the 19th century.

The shrine was thoroughly renovated at the beginning of the 

20th century, but soon after, in the thirties, rising damp caused 

its extreme decay. During the Second World War, the shrine and 

its close vicinity were transformed into a stronghold of the Cro-

atian army. For the first time, the shrine was adapted to the 

sojourn of soldiers, the windows on the southern side were 

walled up and gunslit embrasures made, the walled door and 

windows of the grave vault were opened so it could be used as 

a storeroom, and other changes were made. After the war, the 

clergy house was torn down, conservation work began on the 

church and shrine, and since then until the present day work 

on its renovation has continued with greater or lesser intensity. 

After the re-establishment of an independent Croatian state in 

the 1990s, efforts for its renovation have increased significant-

ly, and these works continue to the present day.

57	 Deanović 1969–1970, 60–72.  
58	 Gasparotti 1750.  
59	 Noršić, Manuscript.	

58	 Gasparotti 1750.  
59	 Noršić, Rukopis.

Nadgrobni spomenik Nicolausa 
Shmita iz 18. st. – sjeverna strana crkve, 
istraživanja 2002.

The tombstone of Nicolaus Shmit from 
the 18th cent. – north side of the church, 
excavations in 2002.

—

Oslikani pano s prikazima čudesnih 
ozdravljenja – unutrašnjost cintora; u 
prvom planu ambon nakon vađenja iz 
kasnoromaničkog zida. 

A painted panel depicting miraculous 
healings – the interior of the enclosure 
wall, the pulpit in the foreground after 
being taken out of the late Romanesque 
wall.
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